|§fej4r,  :< 

wBmm:- 

Di^fr-  .'  ri*  ?!'  ’■  ].;•■ 


«5V 


M-'M 


itf  . 
agjpyi 

pfeg 

■tt 


's  India  Association 
of  the  United  Kingdom 
1960-1985 


si 


m 


wSI  !|  | 
>§4s|§t 

it-SsLi 


K| 


■mb 
«feite 

'<■  ,  "■  :  i.  «•  i  ■  : 


plM 

|gifj| 


SHEILA  ARORA 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Public.Resource.Org 


https://archive.org/details/twentyfiveyearsrOOshei 


Twenty-fivE 

YEARS 

Remembered 


The  Women's  India  Association 
of  the  United  Kingdom 
1960-1985 


Compiled  and  written  by 

SHEILA  ARORA 


Edited  by 

REGINALD  MASSEY 


Book  Committee  Members 


Dr  Sheila  Arora 
Mrs  Uma  Batra 
Mrs  Beena  Chadha 
Mrs  Grace  Kumar 
Mrs  Barbara  Sehgal 


NOTE  TO  THE  READER 

The  writer  and  the  publishers  have  attempted  to  produce 
an  accurate  and  complete  historical  record  of  the  Women's 
India  Association  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  1960  to 
1985.  Some  readers  may,  however,  find  inaccuracies  or 
even  have  differing  opinions  on  the  facts  stated  even 
though  every  effort  has  been  made  to  verify  all  the  in¬ 
formation  in  the  text.  In  spite  of  intensive  research  there 
are  gaps  in  the  records  obtained.  The  reader  is  requested 
to  be  understanding  of  the  difficulties  encountered.  For 
these  reasons  the  responsibilities  undertaken  by  the  Office 
Bearers  could  not  be  accurately  detailed.  Our  aim  was  to 
acknowledge  the  active  participation  of  some  members  of 
the  Executive  in  the  multifarious  activities  over  the  last 
twenty-five  years. 


©  1987  Women's  India  Association  of  the  United  Kingdom 

Registered  Charity  282769 
ISBN  0  9511872  01 

Published  by  the  Women's  India  Association  of  the  United  Kingdom 
32  Connaught  Square,  London  W2  2HL 

Secretarial  Assistance:  Mrs  Jessica  Kerwick 
Typewriter:  Mrs  Tanuja  Shah 


Photosetting  by  The  Design  Team,  Ascot,  Berkshire 
Printing  and  binding  by  Hobbs  the  Printers  of  Southampton 


CONTENTS 

Preface  4 

Message  from  Mrs  Vijaya  Lakshmi  Pandit  5 

Foreword  by  the  Patron,  Mrs  Ackama  Alexander  6 

Chairman's  Message  7 

ABOUT  OURSELVES  9 

WHERE  AND  WHEN  WE  HAVE  HELPED  1 1 

DONATIONS  48 

SOCIAL  ACTIVITIES  AND  FUND  RAISING  50 

ASSOCIATION  WITH  OTHER  ORGANIZATIONS  66 
PUBLICATIONS  68 

Patrons  69 

Office  Bearers  70 


Executive  Committee  Members  1985  - 1987 


74 


PREFACE 


A  considerable  amount  of  time  and  effort  was  spent  to 
collect  material  for  this  commemorative  publication.  I 
feel  this  was  not  time  or  effort  wasted  as  it  was  important 
to  have  a  full  account  of  our  activities  over  the  past 
twenty-five  years. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  put  on  record  all  the  work  that 
the  Women's  India  Association  of  the  United  Kingdom 
has  done  and  the  pleasure  that  the  members  have  received 
in  doing  it.  Credit  has  been  given  to  some  members  of  the 
organization  but  there  are  many  others  who  have  not  been 
mentioned,  and  yet  they  have  made  significant  contribu¬ 
tions  in  various  ways.  My  sincerest  apologies  to  these 
members  for  appearing  to  overlook  them  but  I  am  sure 
they  will  understand  that  limitations  of  space  in  the  book 
made  that  inevitable. 

I  would  like  to  thank  those  who  have  assisted  me  in 
collecting  minutes,  paper  clippings  and  photographs.  My 
grateful  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Book  Committee  for 
their  help.  A  Commemorative  Book  to  celebrate  the  Silver 
Jubilee  was  suggested  by  Mrs  Grace  Kumar,  who  is  a 
founder  member  of  the  Association.  Mrs  Uma  Batra  took 
the  responsibility  for  the  account  keeping  required  in  a 
project  such  as  this.  Mrs  Beena  Chadha  has  been  involved 
in  the  printing  of  the  book.  Mrs  Barbara  Sehgal  has  given 
her  support  throughout.  My  thanks  to  all  persons  and 
organizations  that  have  provided  me  with  photographs; 
we  were  able  to  use  most  of  them  to  illustrate  the  work  we 
are  doing.  I  would  particularly  like  to  express  my  gratitude 
to  Mr  Reginald  Massey  who  has  edited  this  book  and 
provided  his  considerable  expertise  in  producing  a  book  to 
commemorate  the  first  twenty-five  years  of  the  Women's 
India  Association  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Sheila  Arora 

1987 
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9,  KENSINGTON  PALACE  GARDENS, 
LONDON,  W.  8. 


I  am  very  happy  to  learn  that  the 
Women's  India  Association  of  the  United 
Kingdom  is  bringing  out  a  commemorative 
book,  "Twenty-five  Years  Remembered". 

The  Association  can  justifiably  be 
proud  of  its  many  achievements  since  its 
inception  in  1960.  It  has  played  a  pioneering 
role  in  helping  Indian  women  resident  in  this 
country  to  integrate  into  British  society  and 
has  also  supported  a  large  number  of  charities 
in  both  India  and  Britain.  The  sincerity  of  its 
aims  and  aspirations  and  the  dedication  of  its 
members  have  helped  in  bringing  together  Indian 
and  British  women  and  promoting  understanding 
and  friendship  between  our  two  great  countries. 

I  convey  my  best  wishes  for  the 
success  of  the  Women's  India  Association  of 
the  United  Kingdom  in  the  years  to  come. 


February  17,  1987  Ackama  Alexander 

Patron 

Women's  India  Association 
of  the  United  Kingdom 
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CHAIRMAN'S  MESSAGE 


It  is  an  honour  and  a  privilege  to  be  Chairman  of  The 
Womens'  India  Association  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
especially  during  the  Silver  Jubilee  year  of  1985. 

Our  organization  has  thrived  since  it  was  founded  by 
Mrs  Vijaya  Lakshmi  Pandit  in  1960.  We  have  always  tried 
to  fulfil  our  original  aims.  They  were  to  bring  together 
Indian  and  British  women  and  to  foster  friendship  and 
understanding  between  our  two  great  countries,  and  to 
help  people  in  need. 

To  celebrate  our  25th  Anniversary  we  held  a  Silver 
Jubilee  Gala  Ball  at  the  Savoy  Hotel,  London.  We  also 
needed  a  more  permanent  record  of  our  first  quarter  of  a 
century  and  so  we  decided  to  publish  a  book.  Dr  Sheila 
Arora  started  to  collect  material,  and  a  committee  was 
formed. 

We  are  grateful  to  Dr  Arora  who,  although  a  busy 
medical  practitioner,  managed  to  find  time  to  research  and 
compile  this  publication.  We  are  also  grateful  to  Mrs  Grace 
Kumar  who  delved  into  her  personal  records  for  invalu¬ 
able  material  covering  our  first  14  years.  It  is  most 
gratifying  to  realise  how  many  founder  members  are  still 
active  with  us  today. 

Over  the  years  we  have  helped  the  underprivileged  and 
many  charities  have  benefitted  from  the  support  of  the 
WIA.  Through  the  dedication  and  hard  work  of  the  Office 
Bearers,  the  Executive,  the  Gala  Ball,  the  Book,  and  the 
Charity  Committees  we  have  been  able  to  achieve  many  of 
our  goals. 

I  feel  that  with  the  loyal  and  generous  support  of  our 
members  and  friends  we  will  be  able  to  accomplish  even 
more  in  the  future. 

Barbara  E.  Sehgal 

March,  1987 
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Our  Patron  and  some  members  of  the  1987  Committee.  (Photo:  Madan  Arora) 


Prime  Minister  Nehru  addressing  students  at  India  House. 
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ABOUT  OURSELVES 


FOR  several  generations  people  from  the  Indian  subcon¬ 
tinent  have  been  coming  to  study,  to  work  and  to  live 
in  Britain.  There  were  also  in  this  country  British  women 
who  were  friends  of  India  and  wished  to  get  together  with 
a  group  of  Indian  women  resident  in  this  country  and 
form  an  organization  for  the  benefit  of  all.  It  was 
suggested  that  a  branch  of  the  All  India  Women's 
Conference  be  set  up  as  Mrs  Vijaya  Lakshmi  Pandit  had 
been  president  of  the  AIWC  in  the  difficult  years  before 
India  attained  independence.  This  was  not  possible  as  the 
constitution  of  the  AIWC  did  not  permit  it  and  and  so  Mrs 
Santosh  Anand  and  Mrs  Alice  Hemming  got  together  and 
wrote  to  Mrs  Vijaya  Lakshmi  Pandit  the  High  Commis¬ 
sioner  for  India  at  the  time,  requesting  her  to  be  Patron  of 
the  proposed  association.  On  receiving  this  letter  Mrs 
Pandit  called  a  meeting  at  9  Kensington  Palace  Gardens  on 
August  4,  1960.  At  this  well  attended  and  important 
meeting  our  association  was  founded.  Its  name  was 
decided  on  to  encompass  a  multi-racial  membership,  the 
first  committee  was  appointed  and  its  aims  and  objects 
agreed  upon. 

These  were: 

To  strengthen  ties  between  Great  Britain  and  India. 

To  open  avenues  of  co-operation  between  Indian 
women  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
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To  act  as  a  link  between  Indian  women  students  and 
British  families. 

To  assist  in  disseminating  information  about  develop¬ 
ments  in  India. 

By  1974  the  position  of  the  Indian  community  had 
changed  and  the  WIA  had  a  growing  membership.  In 
response  to  this  some  amendments  were  made  in  the 
constitution;  its  aims  and  objects,  however,  remained 
unchanged.  At  the  same  time  a  suggestion  to  register  the 
organization  as  a  charity  was  proposed.  It  was  some  time 
before  this  became  possible,  and  in  June  1980  the  WIA  of 
the  UK  became  a  registered  charity.  The  constitution  was 
accordingly  amended  and  formally  adopted  in  1981. 

The  aims  of  the  association  are  now  the  following: 

The  relief  of  needy  women  and  children  residing  in 
this  country. 

The  relief  of  handicapped  and  disabled  children 
either  in  this  country  or  in  India  in  any  manner 
within  the  resources  of  the  Association  and  which  is 
charitable  at  law. 

To  provide  financial  help  for  the  higher  education  of 
deserving  girls  in  need. 

To  provide  financial  assistance  to  the  needy  during 
calamities  and  disasters. 

A  proposal  to  set  up  a  Trust  was  made  in  1984  and  work 
is  now  proceeding  on  this  suggestion.  The  membership  of 
the  Association  is  still  growing  thus  enabling  the  organiza¬ 
tion  to  continue  its  work  both  in  this  country  and  in  India. 
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WHERE  AND  WHEN  WE  HAVE 

HELPED 
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STUDENTS 


ONE  of  the  first  activities  of  the  newly  formed  WIA  was 
to  provide  support  for  Indian  students  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  This  was  done  by  welcoming  these  young 
people  to  the  homes  of  Indian  expatriates  and  also  to  the 
homes  of  British  members  of  the  organization  during  the 
Christmas  and  summer  holidays.  Later  a  separate  sub¬ 
committee  was  formed  as  the  students  became  active  both 
in  social  activities  and  in  assisting  with  fund  raising 
projects.  A  seminar  on  the  problems  and  opportunities  of 
Indian  Women  Students  in  the  United  Kingdom  was  held 
at  India  House  in  October  1962.  At  that  time  there  were 
two  hundred  women  students  in  the  United  Kingdom 
mostly  engaged  in  post-graduate  studies.  It  was  decided 
that  there  should  be  a  co-operative  effort  between  India 
House  and  the  Women's  India  Association  in  the  handling 
of  problems  that  the  students  encountered.  This  liaison 
with  the  Indian  students  continued  for  about  ten  years. 

By  the  1970s  there  were  many  more  students  and  many 
more  Indian  families  living  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
there  appeared  to  be  no  further  need  for  this  particular 
function  of  the  WIA. 


INDIA  DEFENCE  FUND 


THIS  fund  was  set  up  in  India  in  December  1962  under 
Prime  Minister  Jawaharlal  Nehru,  as  a  result  of  the 
aggression  on  India's  northern  borders.  We  at  the 
Women's  India  Association  co-operated  with  the  India 
Defence  Fund  Committee  by  holding  a  variety  of  functions 
to  raise  funds. 

Dinners  at  monthly  intervals  at  India  House  with  other 
attractions  such  as  eminent  speakers  and  entertainment 
were  the  important  events.  The  students  took  a  very  active 
part  in  this  project  and  organised  many  functions  to  assist 
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in  raising  funds.  Wool  was  donated  and  members  of  the 
WIA  were  able  to  knit  garments  for  Indian  troops  serving 
in  cold  mountainous  areas. 

The  activities  for  collecting  money  for  the  India  Defence 
Fund  became  necessary  again  in  1965  and  1971  during  the 
Indo-Pak  conflicts.  The  WIA  once  again  involved  itself 
with  fund  raising  activities  to  provide  aid  to  India  in  a 
small  measure  for  the  Prime  Minister  of  India's  Relief 
Fund. 


JAWAHARLAL  NEHRU  INSTITUTE  OF 
PHYSICAL  MEDICINE  AND 
REHABILITATION 


THIS  institute  was  established  in  1961  under  the 
patronage  of  Mrs  Indira  Gandhi  and  it  became  the  first 
charity  project  for  which  the  WIA  raised  funds.  Money 
was  collected  with  the  aid  of  the  students  who  organised  a 
May  Bazaar  and  produced  a  play.  Nearly  £500  was 
collected  and  an  artificial  limb-making  machine  was  sent 
to  New  Delhi.  This  workshop  is  still  functioning  and  since 
1984  has  been  known  as  the  Institute  for  the  Physically 
Handicapped. 


SOUTHALL 


A  sizable  number  of  immigrants  had  arrived  from  India 
in  the  fifties  and  many  of  them  had  settled  in 
Southall,  a  suburb  in  the  west  of  Greater  London.  They 
were  lonely  and  confused  by  the  new  culture  in  which 
they  found  themselves.  The  WIA  naturally  felt  the  need  to 
provide  assistance  to  this  group.  A  sub-committee  was 
formed  under  Mrs  Kewal  Singh,  the  Deputy  High  Com¬ 
missioner's  wife,  and  a  Southall  branch  was  established. 

The  Dominion  Cinema  was  bought  by  the  Indian 
Workers'  Association  with  support  from  Miss  Kamila 
Tyabji,  Chairman  of  the  WIA  at  the  time. 
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Women  and  children  from  Southall  —  with  their  WIA  hosts  and  guides  —  at  the 
Royal  Festival  Hall  for  the  Nehru  Exhibition. 


Indian  women  living  in  Southall  were  invited  to  the 
Dominion  Cinema.  They  were  given  complimentary  tick¬ 
ets  and  tea  was  provided  by  members  of  the  sub¬ 
committee.  Films  to  educate  them  in  the  British  way  of  life 
were  shown  at  the  IWA  Flail  and  classes  were  held  to 
teach  them  basic  English  and  competitions  were  organised 
for  the  best  kept  homes.  Between  1964  and  1969  picnics 
were  organised  for  Indian  housewives  and  their  children 
at  Osterley  Park  in  west  London.  The  branch  at  Southall 
also  helped  the  WIA  to  raise  funds  for  the  India  Defence 
Fund  by  organising  a  variety  show  of  songs  and  dances 
and  a  screening  of  the  popular  film  The  Guide. 

By  the  mid-1970s  the  Indian  community  in  Southall  had 
grown  quite  large  and  self  supporting  and  the  need  to 
provide  our  kind  of  service  was  no  longer  required.  The 
WIA  is  justly  proud  to  have  participated  in  the  integration 
process  of  this  new  community. 
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RAJKUMARI AMRIT  KAUR  MEMORIAL 

FUND 


IN  recognition  of  the  outstanding  work  done  by  indepen¬ 
dent  India's  first  Health  Minister  Rajkumari  Amrit  Kaur 
in  the  cause  of  humanity,  her  many  friends  in  the  United 
Kingdom  started  a  fund  in  1965. 

Mrs  Hansa  Mehta,  wife  of  the  then  High  Commissioner 
for  India,  had  been  —  before  Independence  —  closely 
associated  with  the  Vicereine  Lady  Irwin  in  projects 
concerned  with  the  education  of  women  in  India.  A 
committee  was  formed  with  the  WIA  under  the  chair¬ 
manship  of  Mrs  Hansa  Mehta  to  collect  funds  for  a 
memorial  to  Rajkumari  Amrit  Kaur.  The  memorial  took 
the  form  of  a  unit  for  the  study  of  child  development  with 
an  attached  nursery  school  at  the  Lady  Irwin  College  in 
New  Delhi. 

An  International  Fashion  Show  was  organised  at  Gor- 
ringes  in  1965.  Yehudi  Menuhin  and  Hepzibah  Menuhin 
gave  a  recital  at  9  Kensington  Palace  Gardens  when  a  sum 
of  £1700  was  raised.  Dame  Sybil  Thorndyke  also  gave  a 
moving  recital  at  India  House  for  this  cause  and  Jamila 
Massey's  oil  painting  of  Shiva  Nataraj  was  raffled. 

The  Indian  Workers'  Association  and  the  Ickenham 
Youth  Club  supported  the  appeal  for  funds  for  this  very 
useful  child  psychology  unit. 


BIHAR  VILLAGE  TUBEWELLS 


IN  1967  Bihar  suffered  from  severe  drought  and  Miss 
Kamila  Tyabji  visited  the  area  during  that  time.  Soon 
after  that  she  visited  the  United  Kingdom  and  spoke  to 
members  of  the  WIA.  On  hearing  her  account  of  the  plight 
of  the  village  people  of  Bihar,  money  was  collected  by  the 
Association  to  provide  funds  for  the  boring  of  tubewells. 

We  thus,  to  some  extent,  made  a  long  term  contribution 
towards  solving  the  problem  of  water  shortage  in  Bihar. 
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LEPRA  ASSOCIATION 


LEPROSY  has  been  a  cause  for  concern  for  many 
centuries  and  in  1967  the  WIA  set  up  a  project  to  collect 
funds  for  fighting  this  age  old  scourge. 

Collections  were  made  at  street  corners  and  according  to 
Mrs  Deepali  Sengupta,  a  former  Chairman,  people  from 
all  walks  of  life  gave  very  generously.  All  proceeds  were 
handed  over  to  the  LEPRA  Association. 


WHEELCHAIR  FOR  THE  MILITARY 
HOSPITAL,  POONA 

IN  1967,  Mrs  Ruth  Chanrai  of  the  WIA  donated  funds  for 
a  battery  operated  wheelchair.  This  was  used  as  a 
prototype  for  the  production  of  similar  chairs  in  India. 
These  proved  of  great  benefit  to  disabled  soldiers.  Here 
was  yet  another  example  of  the  bridge  between  India  and 
Britain  being  maintained. 


GUILD  OF  SERVICE:  SEVA  SAMAJAM, 

MADRAS 


THE  Guild  of  Service  was  established  in  1923  by  Mary 
Clubwalla  Jadhav  in  Madras  and  it  has  over  the  years 
developed  into  a  major  social  service  organization  with 
several  institutions  directly  under  its  control.  It  also  has 
branches  in  several  states  in  the  country  and  a  large 
number  of  affiliated  organizations  in  the  field  of  social 
service.  Its  various  activities  include  residential  homes  for 
destitute  children,  financial  assistance  for  children  of 
families  in  need,  feeding  programmes  for  children  from 
poor  families,  pre-school  and  school  education  and  voca¬ 
tional  training  for  older  children. 

The  Guild  has  extended  its  services  to  providing  homes 
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A  group  from  the  Guild  of  Service:  hardworking  and  happy. 


for  physically  and  mentally  retarded  children.  It  also  runs 
a  school  for  deaf  children  and  there  are  services  for  the 
social  and  medical  welfare  of  patients  in  hospitals. 
Socio-economic  programmes  such  as  catering  services, 
canteen,  bakeries  and  printing  presses  are  provided  for 
women.  All  these  services  are  entirely  free.  The  Guild 
actively  assists  the  government  in  all  fields  of  social  work. 

The  WIA  has  since  1968  been  associated  with  the  Seva 
Samajam  and  has  contributed  various  funds  for  the 
multiple  activities  that  the  Guild  undertakes. 


WOMEN'S  INDIA  TRUST 


THE  WIT  is  an  organization  we  are  specially  proud  of 
being  associated  with.  This  organization  was  founded 
in  January  1968  by  Miss  Kamila  Tyabji  who  was  the 
founder  chairman  of  the  WIA  in  1960. 

Miss  Tyabji  set  up  a  centre  at  Panvel  near  Bombay  to 
teach  the  local  women  to  cut  and  stitch  petticoats.  The 
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objective  was  and  still  is  'Helping  Others  to  Help 
Themselves'.  From  petticoats  progess  was  made  to  stitch¬ 
ing  tea-cosies,  aprons  and  oven  gloves.  In  1971,  girls  from 
the  local  orphanage  were  asked  to  help  with  jam  making. 
These  products  are  now  sold  and  appreciated  all  over  the 
country.  The  WIT  proceeded  to  acquire  outlets  in  Bombay 
Market  to  sell  their  goods  and  to  provide  administrative 
offices. 

The  WIT's  next  project  was  to  start  a  Training  and 
Production  Centre  at  Panvel.  This  mini-polytechnic  will 
house  a  Primary  Teachers'  Course,  and  there  will  also  be  a 
course  for  running  creches  and  Bahvadis  or  playgroups.  A 
Health  Aid  Centre  will  be  supervised  by  a  doctor  who  has 
already  been  training  her  assistants.  The  Production 
Centre  will  produce,  and  teach  women,  block  printing  and 
screen  printing,  thereby  encouraging  them  to  be  self- 
employed  by  working  from  home. 


We  have  always  worked  closely  with  the  Women's  India  Trust  and  their  success¬ 
ful  restaurant  is  a  happy  example  of  the  way  in  which  we  assist  sister  organiza¬ 
tions. 
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An  important  project  is  an  open-air  restaurant  where 
women  will  be  taught  catering  so  that  they  can  turn  their 
skills  to  setting  up  canteens,  small  hotels  and  holiday 
homes. 

The  WIA  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  activities  of  the 
WIT  through  the  years  and,  more  recently,  with  the 
restaurant  which  has  been  largely  financed  by  the  WIA. 


SARI  APPEAL  FOR  EAST  BENGAL 
REFUGEE  WOMEN 


MRS  Tara  Cherian  visited  London  in  1972  and  formed 
a  committee  to  associate  the  WIA  with  the  Oxfam 
Appeal  for  funds  to  buy  saris  for  destitute  women  who 
had  fled  from  what  was  then  East  Bengal. 

A  Variety  Entertainment  was  organised  and  the  sum  of 
£1842.44  was  handed  to  Mrs  Gandhi  on  her  visit  to  the 
United  Kingdom  that  year.  Mrs  Nalini  Pant,  the  High 
Commissioner's  wife,  lent  her  whole-hearted  support  to 
this  project. 


SALVATION  ARMY'S  CATHERINE  BOOTH 
MATERNITY  HOSPITAL,  NAGERCOIL, 

SOUTH  INDIA 


IN  1970,  Dr  Scott  of  the  Salvation  Army  spoke  to  the  WIA 
and,  with  the  help  of  the  students'  branch,  money  was 
collected  to  purchase  an  incubator  for  this  hospital  which 
is  doing  excellent  work  in  Southern  India. 


ASIAN  REFUGEES  FROM  UGANDA 

N  1972  there  was  an  influx  of  Asian  refugees  fleeing 
Uganda.  In  keeping  with  the  aims  of  the  WIA,  assist- 
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ance  was  given  to  them  in  the  form  of  two  thousand 
raincoats  that  were  donated  by  Mr  and  Mrs  B  Nayyar. 
These  were  delivered  to  the  refugees  who  were  at  the  time 
housed  at  Greenham  Air  Base.  Records  of  Indian  music 
were  also  distributed  to  the  refugees. 


CANCER  RESEARCH  FUND,  MADRAS 

DR  W  G  Archer,  an  authority  on  the  miniature 
paintings  of  Kangra  in  Northern  India,  gave  an 
interesting  talk  at  India  House  in  1972.  The  proceeds  from 
this  event  were  sent  to  the  Madras  Cancer  Institute.  In 
1978  an  evening  of  music,  Shabd-e-Ghazal ,  was  organised  in 
Hampstead  to  collect  further  funds  for  the  Institute. 


PESTALOZZI  VILLAGE 


THE  Pestalozzi  Village  in  Britain  is  located  in  Sussex. 

The  purpose  of  this  international  village  is  to  provide 
care  and  education  for  children  who  have  been  orphaned 
and  are  homeless.  Children  from  Tibet,  Thailand,  Viet¬ 
nam,  India,  Jordan  and  Nigeria  were  housed  at  Pestalozzi 
Village  in  1972  when  the  WIA  took  an  interest  in  their 
work  and  a  trip  to  London  was  organised  for  the  children. 


RASHTRIYA  VIRJA  NAND  ANDH  KANYA 
VIDYALAYA  SOCIETY,  DELHI 


ON  a  cold  winter's  morning  in  January  1975  Sir  John 
Wilson,  Director  of  the  Royal  Commonwealth  Society 
for  the  Blind  spoke  to  members  of  the  WIA.  1975  was  also 
International  Womens'  Year  and  it  seemed  appropriate 
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Vocational  training  has  pride  of  place. . . 


that  we  should  be  involved  in  the  rehabilitation  of  blind 
women  in  India.  This  project,  started  in  1975,  is  one  we 
are  still  sponsoring. 

The  Rashtriya  Virja  Nand  Andh  Kanya  Vidyalaya 
Society  was  founded  in  1951  as  the  first  institution  for  the 
education  of  blind  girls  in  India.  There  were  at  the  time 
several  schools  for  the  rehabilitation  of  blind  boys. 

The  strong  social  stigma  against  blindness  invoked  the 
spirit  of  Mrs  Dhan  Devi  Kapur  the  result  of  which  was  the 
establishment  of  the  Society.  The  organization  has  been 
engaged  in  the  all  round  development  of  blind  girls  and 
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. .  .but  on  social  occasions  the  students  entertain  friends  and  relatives. 


women  through  education,  training  and  socio-economic 
placement.  The  girls  are  educated  up  to  10  +  2  level  in  its 
own  vidyalaya  (school)  and  higher  education  is  given  at 
the  Janki  Devi  Mahavidyalaya.  The  WIA  over  the  years 
has  provided  funds  to  educate  several  girls.  Currently  we 
are  sponsoring  Bhagwanti  Sharma,  Rajdulari,  Santosh 
Narang  and  Kumadhu. 

At  present  estimates  there  are  over  twelve  million  blind 
children  in  India  and  this  is  our  small  contribution 
towards  solving  this  colossal  problem. 
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ROYAL  MARSDEN  HOSPITAL,  SUTTON, 

SURREY 


IN  1979  there  was  a  great  deal  of  interest,  as  there  still  is, 
in  cancers  that  affect  women.  A  very  interesting  lecture 
was  delivered  by  Dr  Trevor  Powles  who  spoke  to  us  about 
cancer  of  the  breast.  Motivated  by  his  figures  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  problem,  the  WIA  collected  funds  for  the 
Institute  of  Cancer  Research  at  the  Royal  Marsden  Hospit¬ 
al.  The  Sutton  branch  of  the  Institute  needed  a  special 
mini-computer  as  the  Institute  had  developed  a  computer 
system  for  accurately  monitoring  patients  with  cancer.  We 
were  happy  to  donate  funds  for  the  full  cost  of  this 
machine  which  now  enables  accurate  analysis  and  thereby 
improves  research  potential. 


The  mini-computer  now  operational  at  the  RMH  Sutton. 


SOCIETY  FOR  THE  WELFARE  OF  THE 
PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED,  PUNE 


Children  at  Pune's  SWPH  are  kept  busy  and  happy  through  creative  activities 
of  all  kinds. 
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DURING  the  International  Year  of  the  Child  (1979)  the 
WIA  appropriately  contributed  to  two  institutions 
caring  for  children  in  India. 

Apang  Kalyankari  Sanstha,  now  known  as  the  Society 
for  the  Welfare  of  the  Physically  Handicapped,  was 
established  in  1956  with  the  object  of  solving  the  special 
problems  of  orthopaedically  handicapped  children.  These 
children  receive  medical  and  surgical  care  in  Pune,  and 
suitable  prostheses  are  provided  for  those  who  might 
need  them.  The  children  attend  local  schools  so  that  they 
are  not  isolated  from  normal  children  and  are  still  in 
contact  with  the  community  in  which  they  will  be  facing 
the  future. 


COMMUNITY  AID  AND  SPONSORSHIP 
PROGRAMME,  BOMBAY 


ANOTHER  organization  —  called  the  Community  Aid 
and  Sponsorship  Programme  (CASP)  which  cares  for 
children  —  was  also  supported  by  the  WIA  during  the 
International  Year  of  the  Child. 

CASP  was  established  as  a  national  organization  in 
October  1976  in  Bombay.  Prior  to  that  date  the  work 
undertaken  by  CASP  was  among  children  whose  lives 
were  blighted  by  leprosy,  but  the  organization  has  since 
extended  its  activities  to  the  care  of  the  mentally  deficient, 
and  socially  and  physically  handicapped  children.  This 
task  is  performed  by  a  scheme  of  sponsorship  of  children 
in  their  own  homes  and  in  the  community  in  which  they 
live. 

Sponsorship  and  support  are  provided  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  India,  by  individual  support  from  within  the 
country,  and  from  abroad.  The  work  of  rehabilitating 
these  children  is  operated  by  a  team  of  social  workers,  a 
project  officer  and  a  technical  committee. 
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INTERNATIONAL  HOSPITAL,  NEW  DELHI 


THE  Delhi  Hospital  Society  was  founded  in  response  to 
a  growing  need  for  a  free  hospital  in  the  city.  The 
Government  of  India  allocated  two  acres  of  land  on 
Chandragupta  Road,  Chanakyapuri,  New  Delhi.  Funds 
were  collected  by  the  Society  to  provide  a  one-hundred 
bed  hospital  with  a  medical  research  centre,  a  community 
centre,  an  out-patient  clinic  and  a  dispensary. 

The  WIA  was  proud  to  have  made  a  contribution  to  yet 
another  worthwhile  cause. 


KALAWATI SARAN  CHILDREN'S 
HOSPITAL,  NEW  DELHI 


Our  electromyograph  is  helping  towards  the  rehabilitation  of  physically  handi¬ 
capped  children  in  New  Delhi. 
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THIS  hospital  was  started  in  1956  and  was  affiliated  to 
the  Lady  Hardinge  Medical  College  and  Hospital.  The 
hospital  provides  comprehensive  medical  services  to 
children  up  to  12  years  of  age.  In  addition  it  provides 
training  for  undergraduate  and  post-graduate  medical 
students,  nurses  and  para-medical  staff  such  as  phy¬ 
siotherapists. 

In  1980  the  hospital  was  visited  by  some  members  of  the 
WIA  while  efforts  were  being  made  to  establish  a  modern 
Department  of  Physical  Medicine  and  Rehabilitation.  For 
this  purpose  a  need  for  specialised  equipment  in  the  form 
of  an  Electromyograph  was  expressed  by  the  doctors.  The 
WIA  launched  a  programme  of  fund  collection  to  purchase 
and  despatch  the  machine.  This  equipment  is  now 
providing  useful  medical  information  for  the  rehabilitation 
of  physically  handicapped  children. 


GERIATRIC  CARE  AT  THE  ROYAL  FREE 
HOSPITAL,  HAMPSTEAD,  LONDON 

SITUATED  in  the  heart  of  Hampstead,  New  End 
Hospital  provides  the  focus  for  the  geriatric  services  of 
the  Royal  Free  Hospital.  We  are  all  aware  that  there  is  an 
increasing  elderly  population  that  requires  both  medical 
and  social  assistance.  In  1980,  therefore,  the  WIA  felt  the 
need  to  make  a  contribution  to  this  important  aspect  of 
community  care. 
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The  WIA  is  also  conscious  of  the  needs  of  the  elderly  such  as  these  geriatric 
patients  at  Hampstead's  RFH. 
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DAKSHINA  BHARATH  MAHILA 
SANGHAM,  BANGALORE 


THIS  organization,  like  ours,  was  founded  in  1960  and  it 
started  as  a  cultural  association  for  women.  Initially 
activities  were  in  the  field  of  music,  dance  and  drama.  In 
1973  the  organization  acquired  land  in  a  rural  area  near 
Bangalore  and  has  since  extended  its  activities  to  social 
services.  The  Sangham  has  established  a  creche,  nursery 
school,  a  tailoring  section,  a  handloom  weaving  section,  a 
dairy  and  a  milk  co-operative. 

The  WIA  contributed  towards  sewing  machines  and 
handlooms  in  1981  and  1983. 


Scenes  from  the  Dakshina  Bharath  Mahila  Sangham's  centre  near  Bangalore. 
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THE  HOSPITAL  FOR  SICK  CHILDREN, 
GREAT  ORMOND  STREET,  LONDON 

THIS  hospital  was  founded  in  1852  for  sick  children  and 
has  made  the  name  of  Great  Ormond  Street  synony¬ 
mous  with  the  very  best  in  paediatric  care.  Babies  and 
children  suffering  from  all  types  of  severe  illnesses  are 
referred  to  this  hospital  not  only  from  Great  Britain  but 
from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

In  1981  at  Mrs  Audrey  Callaghan's  suggestion  the  WIA 
provided  the  Hospital  with  a  skin  probe  for  checking 
temperatures  accurately. 


London's  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  in  Great  Ormond  Street  is  synonymous 
with  the  best  in  paediatric  care. 
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Raising  money  for  good  works  is  hard  work ,  but  it  can  also  be  fun  -  like  this  Dewali 
Dinner ,  for  example  .  .  . 


Some  Colourful  Events 


or  Gala  Balls  at  the  Grosvenor  House  Hotel 


with  Zandra  Rhodes 


and  Tommy  Nutter  fashion  shows 


Brides  of  India 


Dewali  festivities 


Holi  Milap  is  enjoyed  by  adults  and  children  .  .  . 


but  sometimes  there  are  parties  only  for  the  children .  .  . 


And  every  penny  collected 


goes  for  a  worthy  cause  such  as  'Ankur 


...  or  WIA's  Delhi  Brancl 


At  Queen  Elizabeth's  Training  College:  industrial  electronic  wiring  for  a  better 
future. 


QUEEN  ELIZABETH'S  FOUNDATION  FOR 

THE  DISABLED 


IN  1934  sixteen  trainees  entered  this  Centre  on  a  road 
which  was  to  lead  them,  like  many  others  after  them, 
from  a  life  of  disability  to  a  life  of  ability.  Young  people 
from  the  age  of  sixteen  upwards  are  admitted  to  this 
Centre  from  all  parts  of  Great  Britain.  The  Foundation, 
which  is  headquartered  at  Leatherhead,  Surrey,  consists 
of  four  units.  At  Banstead  Place  assessment  and  further 
education  for  handicapped  school  leavers  is  provided. 
Vocational  training  is  imparted  at  Queen  Elizabeth's 
Training  College  and  at  Dorancourt  sheltered  workshops 
and  a  hostel  continue  the  work.  Lulworth  Court  in  Essex 
provides  holidays  and  convalescence  for  the  severely 
paralysed. 

1982  was  nominated  the  Year  of  the  Disabled  and  the 
WIA  made  its  small  contribution  towards  this  worthwhile 
work. 
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BALRAMPUR  HOSPITAL,  LUCKNOW 


THE  Balrampur  Hospital  is  one  of  the  oldest  hospitals  in 
India.  It  started  as  a  Residency  Dispensary  130  years 
ago  and  has  since  grown  to  its  present  size  of  a  one 
thousand  bed  hospital.  Balrampur  is  located  in  the  capital 
city  of  Uttar  Pradesh,  one  of  India's  most  densely 
populated  states.  This  is  therefore  an  important  medical 
centre.  Patients  are  referred  to  the  Balrampur  Hospital  for 
specialised  care  from  distant  rural  dispensaries  and  district 
hospitals.  In  addition  to  providing  modern  medical  care 
the  hospital  has  teaching  facilities  for  medical  and  para¬ 
medical  students. 

The  WIA  donated  a  Modulab  Auto-analyser  which  was 
urgently  required  by  the  hospital  for  quick  and  accurate 
bio-chemical  analysis,  particularly  in  the  Dialysis  Unit  and 
the  Intensive  Care  Unit  where  speed  in  assessing  a 
patient's  condition  is  absolutely  vital. 


This  WIA  donated  equipment  is  extremely  useful  in  the  Dialysis  and  Intensive 
Care  Units  at  Balrampur  Hospital. 
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Thanks  to  the  Human  Service  Trust  a  mother's  hopes  revive  after  her  child's  eye 
operation. 


HUMAN  SERVICE  TRUST,  UNITED 

KINGDOM 


THIS  organization  was  founded  in  1977  by  Swami 
Krishnanand  Saraswati  based  on  his  belief  that  'Ser¬ 
vice  to  Man  is  Service  to  God'.  With  this  objective  in  mind. 
Human  Service  Trust  has  grown  to  considerable  strength 
supported  by  its  followers  all  over  the  world.  Its  purpose 
is  to  provide  aid  for  the  relief  of  malnutrition,  hunger, 
disease,  sickness  and  suffering  arising  from  natural 
calamities  or  from  want  of  resources,  and  to  care  for  the 
aged,  the  infirm,  the  sick  and  the  physically  handicapped 
in  any  part  of  the  world. 

We  at  the  WIA  are  privileged  to  be  associated  with  the 
Human  Service  Trust. 
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ST.  JOHN  AMBULANCE 


THE  Order  if  St.  John  is  an  ancient  order  of  chivalry  and 
it  traces  its  origins  to  the  Knights  who  served  the 
Hospice  in  Jerusalem  for  pilgrims  to  the  Holy  Land  in  the 
12th  century.  St.  John's  has  two  main  areas  of  activity  — 
the  Association  which  deals  with  teaching  first-aid  and 
nursing  skills  to  the  public,  particularly  in  industry  and 
commerce  and  the  Brigade  which  consists  of  volunteer 
uniformed  personnel  who,  backed  by  ambulance  and 
mobile  first-aid  units,  attend  events  large  and  small 
wherever  crowds  gather.  Members  provide  comfort, 
assistance  and  emergency  medical  care  whenever  and 
wherever  needed. 

Once  again  the  WIA  feels  happy  to  be  associated  with 
such  a  worthy  organization. 


THE  NATIONAL  CENTRE  FOR  CUED 
SPEECH,  PUTNEY,  LONDON 


THE  WIA  takes  a  special  interest  in  this  organization  as 
its  Chairman  is  Baroness  Vickers  who  has  always  been 
supportive  of  the  WIA. 

The  concept  of  cued  speech  is  a  new  idea  and  was  first 
developed  in  1966  by  Dr  R  Orin  Cornett,  a  former 
physicist  who  is  now  Research  Professor  of  Cued  Speech 
Program  at  the  Washington  DC  University  for  Deaf 
Students.  Cued  speech  is  essentially  a  tool  to  develop 
language  and  to  aid  lip  reading.  By  using  certain  hand 
positions  in  relation  to  the  face  it  combines  the  principles 
of  oralism  with  the  clarity  of  manualism.  This  concept, 
initially  used  in  the  USA,  is  now  being  used  in  Australia, 
Europe  and  India.  Various  courses  have  been  devised  not 
only  for  deaf  children  but  also  for  deaf  adults.  There  are 
Day,  Evening  and  Residential  Courses  for  parents  and 
teachers. 
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A  cued  speech  lesson  in  Putney:  disability  is  no  respecter  of  race  or  class. 


WESTMINSTER  ASSOCIATION  FOR 
MENTAL  HEALTH  —  affiliated  to  MIND 

THE  Westminster  Association  for  Mental  Health  was 
started  in  1972  to  improve  the  position  of  the  mentally 
ill  in  Westminster.  Over  the  years,  the  WAMH's  aim  has 
been  to  work  for  improvements  in  the  mental  health 
services  provided  locally  and  to  increase  public  awareness 
of  mental  illness  and  of  the  way  it  can  affect  not  only  the 
sufferers  themselves  but  also  their  relatives  and  friends. 

Care  of  the  mentally  ill  is  moving  from  mental  institu¬ 
tional  care  to  community  care  and  this  is  reflected  in  the 
Association's  work.  In  1982  the  WIA  responded  to  an 
appeal  from  the  WAMH. 
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RIDING  FOR  THE  DISABLED 
ASSOCIATION 


THIS  organization,  which  is  actively  supported  by  the 
Princess  Royal,  provides  a  unique  form  of  physiother¬ 
apy  for  the  physically  disabled  and,  in  some  instances,  for 
the  mentally  disabled  as  well.  Riding  provides  a  great 
boost  to  the  morale  of  disabled  people.  In  addition  it 
provides  pleasure. 

In  1983  the  WIA  made  a  small  donation  to  the 
Kingston-Esher  group  of  the  RDA  to  help  towards  its  main 
cost  which  is  the  hiring  of  ponies. 


Children  love  animals  and  the  RDA  is  doing  marvellous  work  on  the  basis  of 
this  fact. 
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QUEEN  MARY'S  HOSPITAL  FOR 
CHILDREN,  CARSHALTON,  SURREY 


THIS  hospital  provides  comprehensive  care  for  children 
with  all  kinds  of  medical,  physical  and  psychiatric 
problems. 

The  WIA  became  interested  in  the  care  of  adolescent 
children  who  were  disabled  by  spina  bifida.  Unfortunate¬ 
ly,  many  of  the  young  people  attending  the  hospital's 
course  are  limited  in  their  social  skills  (including  those 
related  to  toiletting  and  hygiene)  and  a  large  proportion 
have  difficulties  in  their  personal  relationships. During 
their  stay,  however,  they  are  taught  practical  skills  such  as 
bathing,  dressing,  mobility  in  wheelchairs,  and  cooking; 
in  short,  self-sufficiency. 

In  1982  we  were  informed  that  the  rehabilitation  unit  — 
established  in  1979  —  was  in  need  of  specialised  kitchen 
equipment.  The  WIA  was  honoured  to  make  a  contribu¬ 
tion  towards  equipping  the  kitchen  —  something  that  all 
women  understand  the  need  for  all  too  well. 


THE  HAVEN  PROJECT,  LEICESTER 

THERE  are  numerous  dimensions  in  the  transition 
towards  a  truly  multi-cultural  society.  Adjustments  are 
required,  both  by  the  host  community  and  the  newer 
members  of  the  community.  Somewhat  special  adjust¬ 
ments  are  faced  by  the  children  of  the  newcomers  as  they, 
more  than  anyone  else,  have  to  adapt  and  relate  to  more 
than  one  culture  at  a  time.  At  home  there  is  the  demand  to 
observe  customs  and  traditions  that  parents  know  and 
trust;  at  school  or  work  there  is  the  need  to  integrate  and 
seek  an  identity  with  the  majority  culture. 

The  casualties  in  this  conflict  are  the  young,  and 
perhaps  young  Asian  women  most  of  all.  The  Haven 
Project  was  therefore  set  up  in  Leicester  to  provide 
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facilities  to  help  young  girls  who  found  themselves  in  this 
difficult  position. 

The  Project  acquired  a  small  three-bedroomed  house  to 
make  available  short  stay  accommodation,  to  give  experi¬ 
enced  and  understanding  counselling  and  to  provide  a 
sympathetic  guidance  service.  The  essential  aim  is  to 
maintain  family  unity. 

Members  of  the  W1A  feel  deeply  about  this  problem  in 
our  midst  and  hope  that  their  contribution  to  this  cause 
will  benefit  the  community. 


THE  GRIFFINS  SOCIETY,  LONDON 


THE  Griffins  Society  was  started  in  1965  to  help  women 
offenders.  The  Society  has  three  hostels  and  two  of 
these  provide  accommodation  and  rehabilitation  services 
for  women  who  have  been  discharged  from  prison.  The 
third  hostel,  which  receives  financial  help  from  the  Home 
Office,  houses  women  who  are  awaiting  trial  and  are  on 
bail.  There  are  also  a  few  beds  for  women  on  probation. 
There  are,  moreover,  facilities  for  two  mothers  with 
infants  under  twelve  months  of  age  so  that  the  babes  are 
not  separated  from  their  mothers  during  this  time  of 
anxiety  and  fear. 

In  1983  the  WIA  made  a  small  contribution  to  help  these 
women  who  were  less  fortunate  than  ourselves. 


ROTARY  EYE  INSTITUTE 
Shrimati  Lilavatiben  Mohanlal  Shah  Eye 
Hospital,  Navsari,  Gujarat 


THE  WIA  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the 
problems  of  the  blind  in  India  particularly  as  a 
distressing  number  of  people  suffer  from  blindness  and 
this  is  a  field  in  which  much  work  needs  to  be  done. 

In  1976  the  Rotary  Club  of  Navsari  set  out  to  collect 
funds  to  establish  an  eye  hospital.  This  hospital  is  now 
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providing  comprehensive  services  for  ailments  of  the 
eyes.  There  are  out-patient  facilities,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  beds,  three  operating  theatres,  an  optical  store,  a 
drug  store  and  staff  quarters.  There  are,  moreover,  two 
mobile  units  and  free  surgical  camps  are  organised  in  the 
neighbouring  areas. 


PRACTICAL  CHILD  CARE  COURSE,  WARE 
COLLEGE,  HERTFORDSHIRE 


WARE  College  offers  a  special  course  for  overseas 
students  in  the  study  of  child  development  and  care. 
It  is  a  one-year  course  which  instructs  students  to  further 
their  knowledge  of  human  growth  and  of  good  child  care 
practice.  These  students  then  return  to  their  own  coun- 


Friendship  across  the  seas:  a  psychologist  from  Bombay  gets  to  know  a  British 
child  at  Ware  College  in  southern  England. 


tries  to  promote  good  child  care  thereby  helping  social  and 
economic  development. 

The  Womens'  Council  of  the  United  Kingdom  runs  an 
Assisted  Scholarship  scheme  to  help  overseas  students. 
The  WIA  has  close  links  with  the  Womens'  Council  and 
were  happy  to  sponsor  Shaila  Percy  Presswalla  from 
Bombay.  Shaila  has  now  gone  back  to  Bombay  to  continue 
her  work  in  a  clinic  which  provides  psychological  testing, 
counselling  and  therapy  facilities  to  schools  and  to  a 
neighbouring  slum  community. 


CHILDREN'S  TOY  LIBRARY  —  Okhla 
Centre  for  Handicapped  Children,  Delhi 


FROM  a  humble  beginning  in  one  room  in  1966  the 
Centre  has  grown  into  a  modern  thirty-room  facility  in 
the  suburbs  of  Delhi.  Its  objectives  are  to  privide  educa¬ 
tion  and  training  for  handicapped  children.  At  the  same 


To  play  is  to  learn:  the  Okhla  toy  library  is  a  notable  achievement  and  we  were 
happy  to  help  in  its  development. 


time  it  provides  training  for  students  of  physiotherapy, 
occupational  therapy  and  the  social  sciences.  Research  is 
also  an  important  function  of  this  Centre  and  a  screening 
instrument  has  been  devised  to  identify  disability  in 
childhood.  The  WIA  helped  to  develop  a  toy  library.  The 
value  of  play  in  the  learning  process  is  well  recognised  and 
the  physically  and  mentally  disabled  children  acquire  vital 
skills  under  expert  guidance. 


DOCTOR  GRAHAM'S  HOMES, 
KALIMPONG 


IN  1900,  Dr  John  Anderson  Graham  planted  the  seed  of 
an  idea  which  was  soon  to  flourish  as  the  'Children's 


City  of  the  Himalayas'.  On  the  hillsides  of  the  picturesque 


' Our  girl'  Priya:  smiles  all  the  way  from  Kalimyong. 
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tea  estates  of  North-Eastern  India,  Dr  Graham  noticed  the 
plight  of  destitute  Anglo-Indian  children. 

To  give  these  and  similarly  placed  children  of  the 
neighbouring  areas  a  better  start  in  life  a  small  school  of  six 
children  was  started  on  September  24,  1900.  Today  there 
are  600  residential  pupils  of  which  half  are  sponsored  by 
organizations  such  as  the  W1A.  The  remainder  are  fee 
paying.  In  addition  there  are  260  day  pupils  from  the  town 
of  Kalimpong.  The  less  academic  children  learn  trades 
such  as  welding,  carpentry,  lathe-work  and  technical 
drawing. 

The  WIA  is  sponsoring  Priya  Sharma  who  is  now 
studying  in  Class  2.  Priya  is  an  intelligent  little  girl  and  we 
hope  she  has  a  bright  future  to  look  forward  to. 


THE  ROYAL  MARSDEN  HOSPITAL 
CANCER  FUND 


THE  Royal  Marsden  is  Britain's  leading  specialist  cancer 
hospital.  It  was  the  first  hospital  in  the  world  to  be 
dedicated  to  fight  this  disease  which  affects  three  out  of 
ten  people  in  their  lifetime. 

Recently  developed  whole  body  scanning  techniques 
allow  tumours  to  be  found  earlier,  thus  improving  the 
prospect  of  successful  treatment.  A  new  imaging  techni¬ 
que  uses  magnetic  waves  to  detect  and  identify  tumours. 
The  Nuclear  Magnetic  Resonance  Scanner  is  an  important 
new  development  in  the  treatment  of  cancer  and  the  WIA 
has  joined  in  with  other  organizations  to  raise  funds  for 
this  important  piece  of  equipment  to  be  used  at  the 
hospital. 
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With  weapons  such  as  this  we  have  joined  the  battle  against  cancer. 


ELIMINATION  OF  LEUKAEMIA  FUND 

LEUKAEMIA  is  a  form  of  cancer  which  affects  the  blood 
and  until  twenty  years  ago  was  invariably  fatal.  After 
two  decades  of  painstaking  and  dedicated  work  doctors 
can  now  stem  the  progress  of  the  disease  in  almost  all 
patients. 

The  Elimination  of  Leukaemia  Fund  (ELF)  has  been  set 
up  to  raise  funds  to  run  a  specialist  unit  at  King's  College 
Hospital  in  London.  The  National  Health  Service  cannot 
provide  funds  to  run  such  a  unit  and  the  Leukaemia  Unit 
at  King's  College  Hospital  depends  on  voluntary  support 
for  the  invaluable  work  that  it  is  doing.  The  WIA  has  made 
a  contribution  to  this  worthy  cause. 
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ANKUR  PUBLIC  CHARITABLE  TRUST, 

DELHI 


THIS  worthwhile  organization  is  located  in  the  Abdul 
Fazal  Enclave,  Delhi.  The  Trust  runs  a  school  for 
children  who  live  in  the  nearby  village  and  takes  in  about 
250  children  of  all  ages.  In  the  true  Indian  tradition  classes 
are  held  outdoors.  There  are  qualified  teachers  and  fifteen 
women  volunteers.  The  objectives  are  to  provide  educa¬ 
tion  and  vocational  training.  'Ankur',  means  a  seedling 
and  with  support  will  one  day  grow  to  be  a  mighty  tree. 

The  WIA  has  made  a  small  contribution  towards  the 
realisation  of  this  commendable  objective. 


WOMEN'S  INDIA  ASSOCIATION  — 
(DELHI  BRANCH) 


THIS  is  a  very  young  branch  organization  which  was 
started  by  Mrs  Shanti  Singh,  a  former  Chairman  of  the 
Women's  India  Association,  with  Mrs  Indira  Gandhi's 
blessing.  The  WIA  was  keen  to  have  a  project  in  India  and 
the  adoption  of  a  village  on  the  outskirts  of  Delhi  was 
proposed.  The  Ankur  Trust  has  loaned  the  use  of 
premises  at  the  Abdul  Fazal  Enclave  near  Okhla.  In  April 
1985,  a  dispensary  was  started  and  another  room  is  being 
utilised  for  classes  in  sewing.  There  are  plans  for  market¬ 
ing  spices  and  to  start  pottery  work. 

The  organization  is  now  registered  as  a  charity  in  India 
and  the  WIA  in  London  will  continue  to  take  an  active 
interest  in  its  activities. 


46 


ELIZABETH  GARRETT  ANDERSON 

HOSPITAL 


THIS  is  now  the  only  hospital  for  women  in  this  country 
and  it  is  located  in  the  very  heart  of  London.  There  are 
many  women  who  particularly  wish  to  be  treated  by 
women  doctors  and  they  are  thus  able  to  visit  the  hospital 
from  different  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  There  is 
considerable  concern  regarding  the  detection  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  cancer  of  the  cervix;  the  WIA  in  1985  was  able  to 
provide  finance  to  purchase  instruments  which  would  be 
used  in  conjunction  with  laser/colposcopy  equipment  for 
this  specific  purpose.  In  the  year  of  our  25th  anniversary  it 
seemed  appropriate  to  fulfil,  in  part,  one  of  our  objectives, 
namely  to  assist  needy  women  residing  in  this  country. 
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DONATIONS 


GENERALLY  the  WIA  has  followed  a  policy  of  sup¬ 
porting  various  charitable  organizations  but  has  often 
found  it  necessary  to  make  direct  donations  in  special 
situations.  The  first  one  was  the  India  Defence  Fund 
which  was  set  up  at  the  time  of  India's  conflicts  with 
China  in  1962  and  with  Pakistan  in  1965  and  1971.  On 
these  occasions  special  efforts  were  made  to  collect  and 
donate  monies  to  the  India  Defence  Fund. 

The  Prime  Minister  of  India's  Relief  Fund  has  received 
donations  from  the  Association  on  several  occasions. 
Others  to  receive  donations  were  the  Bihar  Drought  Fund 
in  1967,  the  Bengal  Relief  Fund  in  1969,  SOS  Villages  in 
India  Fund  in  1974,  the  Cyclone  and  Flood  Relief  Fund  for 
South  India  in  1978,  and  most  recently  the  Bhopal  Disaster 
Fund. 

In  1971  a  considerable  donation  was  made  to  Oxfam  for 
the  East  Bengal  refugees.  The  WIA  has  supported  the 
activities  of  Save  the  Children's  Fund  in  Ethiopia  in  1974 
and  in  1984.  The  Somali  refugees  were  also  given  a 
donation  in  1981,  as  also  was  the  Karamoja  Relief  Fund  in 
1982. 

In  1973  a  donation  was  made  to  the  Homes  for  Ladies 
with  Limited  Income  in  Wimbledon. 

In  1980  the  WIA  made  a  donation  to  Capital  Radio  for 
the  London  Child  Campaign.  Some  funds  were  also  made 
over  for  buying  suitable  books  for  Asian  prisoners  in  this 
country. 

The  Bharatiya  Vidya  Bhavan  was  the  recipient  of  a 
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donation  from  the  proceeds  of  a  Dewali  Arti. 

In  1985  funds  were  sent  to  Delhi  to  aid  the  victims  of  the 
riots  that  followed  the  tragic  death  of  Mrs  Gandhi. 

Clothes  have  been  sent  to  India  at  various  times  when 
members  of  the  organization  collected,  packed  and  de¬ 
spatched  clothes  to  India.  This  was  done  through  the  Red 
Cross  Society  in  1966  and  directly  in  1980  and  1982. 
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SOCIAL  ACTIVITIES  AND  FUND 

RAISING 


Fund  raising  is  a  very  important  function  of  any  charity 
organization  and  this  is  often  done  by  arranging  social 
events  in  the  form  of  Dinners,  Variety  Performances,  Fairs 
and  Gala  Balls  in  addition  to  occasions  when  eminent 
speakers  are  invited  or  when  talks  are  arranged  on 
subjects  such  as  cookery,  flower  arrangement  or  beauty 
treatment.  Over  the  years  the  WIA  has  organised  many 
interesting  functions.  About  ten  events  are  organised 
annually. 

To  begin  with,  however,  socials  were  organised  for 
Indian  students  in  this  country  and  hospitality  was 
extended  to  them  in  British  and  Indian  homes.  By  the  end 
of  1961  a  solid,  trustworthy  and  lasting  foundation  had 
been  laid  for  the  years  to  come.  In  that  year  Dr  Radha- 
krishnan,  the  President  of  India,  visited  the  United 
Kingdom.  He  addressed  students  at  India  House  and  a 
reception  was  held  in  his  honour  at  9  Kensington  Palace 
Gardens. 

In  October  1962  a  very  important  seminar  was  held  at 
India  House.  The  theme  was:  'Problems  and  Opportuni¬ 
ties  of  Indian  Women  Students  in  the  United  Kingdom'. 
Following  an  interesting  discussion  it  was  concluded  that 
helping  Indian  women  students  should  be  a  joint  co¬ 
operative  effort  with  India  House  and  this  led  to  the 
formation  of  a  new  committee  with  Mrs  Grace  Kumar  as 
its  Chairman. 

In  the  same  year  social  work  was  commenced  in 
Southall  with  the  help  of  the  Students'  Branch.  In 
November  of  that  year  the  Indo-Chinese  conflict  led  to  the 
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A  busy  stall  at  the  YMCA  'Meena  Bazaar'  organised  by  the  students  in  May 
1963. 


formation  of  the  India  Defence  Fund  in  London  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Mr  Manek  Dalai.  The  WIA  became 
closely  associated  with  it  and  functions  were  quickly 
organised  to  assist  the  effort.  Monthly  dinners  followed  by 
films  and  entertainment  were  planned  that  year.  The 
Student  Branch  organised  a  Jumble  Sale  at  Guide  Head¬ 
quarters. 

Fund  collection  continued  into  1963,  and  the  students 
held  a  'Meena  Bazaar'  at  the  Indian  YMCA,  followed 
by  another  Bazaar  at  the  India  Tea  Centre  with  a  Fashion 
Show. 

The  WIA  with  the  India  Defence  Fund  Committee 
arranged  a  slide  illustrated  talk  titled  'Indian  Everest 
Ascent,  1962'  by  Hari  Dang  at  the  Chelsea  Town  Hall. 
Shapmochan,  a  dance  drama  by  Rabindranath  Tagore,  was 
presented  at  St.  Pancras  Town  Hall;  this  was  followed  by  a 
special  Dinner  with  an  original  Variety  Programme  with 
Asha  Gascoigne  and  the  Asian  Music  Circle.  A  donation 
was  made  to  the  India  Defence  Fund  from  these  functions. 
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IN  1964  the  students  organised  another  successful  May 
Bazaar  featuring  a  tableau  of  an  Indian  wedding  at  the 
India  Tea  Centre.  They  were  also  involved  in  the  staging 
of  Under  Secretary ,  a  play  by  the  Nav  Kala  group,  at 
Southall.  Sufficient  funds  were  collected  to  send  an 
artificial  limb  making  machine  to  the  Jawaharlal  Nehru 
Institute  of  Physical  Medicine  in  Delhi. 

The  first  picnic  for  children  and  women  in  Southall  was 
enjoyed  by  everyone  at  Osterley  Park.  In  the  following 
years  several  functions,  outings  and  picnics  were  held  for 
the  women  and  children  of  Southall. 

Mrs  Hansa  Mehta's  talk  on  'Women's  Education  in 
India'  led  to  the  setting  up  of  an  International  seminar  on 
'Problems  of  Education  and  Language  in  Developing 
Countries'.  Contributions  were  made  by  speakers  from 
Nigeria,  India,  and  the  British  Council  representative  in 
Japan. 

IN  1965  the  Rajkumari  Amrit  Kaur  Memorial  Fund  was 
set  up  under  the  auspices  of  Mrs  Hansa  Mehta,  wife  of 
the  Indian  High  Commissioner  and  patron  of  the  WIA.  In 
March  in  collaboration  with  the  Ickenham  Youth  Club,  a 
programme  of  entertainment  called  Triveni  was  performed 
at  the  Dominion  Cinema,  Southall,  in  the  presence  of  the 
High  Commissioner  for  India,  Dr  Jivraj  Mehta. 

The  former  United  Kingdom  High  Commissioner  in 
India,  Sir  Paul  Gore-Booth  and  his  wife  Lady  Gore-Booth 
graced  the  occasion  with  their  presence.  The  programme 
consisted  of  dance  dramas  based  on  the  poems  of  Tansen, 
Shakespeare  and  WB  Yeats.  This  successful  function  was 
followed  by  a  fabulous  International  Fashion  Show  at 
Gorringes.  The  show  featured  original  models  by 
Schiaparelli,  Christian  Dior,  Norman  Hartnell  and  others. 
The  models  were  inspired  by  Courreges,  Cardin  and  Yves 
St.  Laurent.  Indian  costumes  and  jewellery  from  Bengal, 
Benares,  Coorg,  Gujarat,  Manipur,  Maharashtra,  Orissa, 
Punjab  and  Rajasthan  were  modelled  for  the  show.  A 
Dutch  Auction  helped  to  raise  further  funds  for  the 
occasion.  This  extravaganza  was  held  under  the  chair¬ 
manship  of  Lady  Gore-Booth. 

At  the  Annual  Dinner  held  at  India  House  Mr  R  J 
Minney  author  of  Clive  of  India  spoke  on  'Some  trials  of  a 
Biographer'.  The  students  offered  their  services  as  ushers 
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at  the  Nehru  Memorial  Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Festival 
Hall  and  Mr  PN  Haksar  spoke  on  'India  Today'. 

Collection  of  funds  for  the  Rajkumari  Amrit  Kaur 
Memorial  Fund  continued  and  the  first  function  to  be 
organised  in  1966  was  a  Musical  Soiree  by  Yehudi 
Menuhin  and  Hepzibah  Menuhin  followed  by  a  Buffet 
Supper  with  champagne  at  the  residence  of  the  High 
Commissioner  for  India.  The  Chairman  of  the  Recital 
Committee  was  Marjorie,  Countess  of  Brecknock,  and  the 
function  was  held  under  the  patronage  of  the  Dowager 
Countess  of  Halifax  and  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  the  Earl 
Mountbatten  of  Burma.  A  sum  of  £1700  was  raised  from 
this  memorable  occasion.  This  glittering  event  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  Recital  by  Dame  Sybil  Thorndyke  at  India 
House. 

Later  in  the  year  the  film  Devi  was  shown  at  the 
Dominion  Cinema, Southall.  The  film,  directed  by  Satyajit 
Ray,  was  based  on  a  theme  by  Rabindranath  Tagore.  In 
the  same  year  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  met  the  Indian 
students  at  the  YMCA.  The  social  events  continued:  a 
Spring  Tea  Party  was  held  at  the  Durand  Hotel  and  a 
Variety  Show  of  songs  and  dances  was  staged  at  the 
Dominion  Cinema,  Southall. 

The  Annual  Dinner  at  Veeraswamy's  Restaurant  in 
Regent's  Street  was  a  resounding  success.  The  speaker  on 
this  occasion  was  the  political  writer  John  Grigg,  formerly 
Lord  Altrincham,  who  spoke  eloquently  on  'Political 
Developments  in  India'. 

In  1968  a  reception  for  Mrs  Shakuntala  Dhawan,  wife  of 
the  High  Commissioner  for  India,  was  hosted  by  Mrs 
Gwenyth  Dun  woody  MP  at  the  House  of  Commons. 

At  the  Annual  General  Meeting  in  March  1968,  Mr  Evan 
Charlton  CBE,  a  former  Editor  of  The  Statesman ,  an 
important  national  daily  published  in  India,  spoke  on 
'India  in  my  view'. 

The  Annual  Dinner  of  that  year  at  India  House  was 
enlivened  by  talks  by  Mr  David  Ennals  MP,  Minister  of 
State  for  Home  Affairs,  and  Sir  George  Sinclair  MP.  Their 
theme  was  'Race  Relations  in  Britain'. 

The  Eighth  Annual  General  Meeting  was  held  at  the 
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House  of  Commons  by  courtesy  of  Mrs  Margaret  McKay 
MP.  Mrs  Dhawan,  patron  of  the  Association,  presided  and 
the  meeting  was  addressed  by  Lady  Gore-Booth.  Her 
subject  was  'Life  in  the  Diplomatic  World'. 

In  March  1969,  The  Holy  Cow  Discotheque'  organised 
by  the  Students  Social  Service  Group  was  held  at  the 
King's  Court  Hotel  and  the  proceeds  from  this  event  were 
utilised  to  purchase  equipment  for  a  children's  hospital  in 
India. 

In  the  same  year  a  very  interesting  concert  was 
organised  with  the  Commonwealth  Countries  League  at  9 
Kensington  Palace  Gardens.  The  participants  were  Felici- 
tas  le  Winter  the  concert  pianist,  Mary-Louise  Newman 
the  Australian  soprano,  Rajeshwari  Datta,  a  noted  expo¬ 
nent  of  Tagore  songs  and  Viram  Jasani,  sitarist,  accompa¬ 
nied  on  the  tabla  by  Keshav  Sathe.  The  concert  was  held  in 
aid  of  a  building  fund  for  the  Seva  Samajam  Girl's  Home 
in  Madras.  Mr  Rajiv  Gandhi,  now  Prime  Minister  of  India, 
who  was  then  at  Cambridge  was  one  of  the  ushers  for  the 
occasion. 

The  Primrose  Hill  Picnic  Party  was  held  at  the  home  of 
Mrs  Alice  Hemming.  All  those  who  attended  brought  a 
Toy  for  a  Calcutta  Child'.  Mrs  Dhawan  held  a  cocktail 
party  for  Mrs  Mary  Clubwala  Jadhav,  the  founder  of  the 
Seva  Samajam. 

Social  activities  in  1969  concluded  with  the  Annual 
Dinner  at  India  House  under  the  patronage  of  Mrs  Nalini 
Pant  on  November  17. 

The  events  of  1970  began  with  Mrs  Barbara  Cartland's 
colourful  talk  on  'Experiences  and  Personalities  in 
India'.  The  Students  Branch  once  again  held  a  successful 
May  Bazaar  in  aid  of  university  books  for  India.  The  Ninth 
Annual  General  meeting  was  hosted  by  Mr  Nigel  Fisher 
MP  in  the  House  of  Commons  when  he  spoke  on  'Twenty 
years  in  the  House  of  Commons'. 

Holi,  the  Indian  festival  of  colour,  was  celebrated  by  the 
WIA  at  India  House  in  the  spring.  Louisa  and  Alistair 
Service  gave  an  illustrated  talk  on  'Some  lighthearted 
impressions  of  Brazil  and  Peru',  having  just  returned  from 
an  interesting  tour  of  South  America. 
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An  India  House  meeting  with  Mrs  Nalini  Pant  introducing  the  chief  speaker 
Mr  Mark  Bonham  Carter. 


A  summer  Garden  Party  was  held  by  Mrs  Nalini  Pant  at 
9  Kensington  Palace  Gardens. 

Lady  Rama  Rao  visited  the  United  Kingdom  and  spoke 
on  'Family  Planning'  a  subject  of  great  concern  to  the 
world  and  to  India  in  particular.  Sir  John  Hunt  spoke  on 
'The  Future  of  Race  Relations'  and  later  in  the  year  Mrs 
Peggy  Holroyd  gave  a  talk  titled  'Problems  and  Possibili¬ 
ties  of  Immigration'.  At  yet  another  meeting  Mr  Mark 
Bonham  Carter  spoke  on  'Race  Relations'.  A  discussion 
ensued  and  there  was  general  agreement  that  the  WIA 
could  play  an  effective  role  in  the  integration  of  the  guest 
community  into  the  host  community  since  the  Association 
consisted  of  women  from  various  countries  interested  in 
India  and  her  future. 

A  luncheon  was  held  with  Women's  Corona  at  Marl¬ 
borough  House  when  the  Duchess  of  Kent  was  the  chief 
guest.  The  highlight  of  the  year  was  the  Tenth 
Anniversary  Dinner  at  India  House  which  was  followed 
by  a  spectacular  Dance  Show  by  Balasundari  and  her 
company.  A  Dutch  Auction  was  held  to  raise  funds. 

In  March  1971,  Lord  Gore-Booth  sponsored  a  Tea 
Meeting  at  the  House  of  Lords  and  spoke  on  'British 
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The  distinguished  artists  who  helped  to  raise  funds  for  our  charities  in  1971. 


Policy  and  the  Third  World'.  In  April,  Mrs  Grace  Kumar 
reported  on  the  All  India  Women's  Conference  held  in 
Lucknow. 

At  another  Tea  Meeting  in  June,  Mrs  Perrin  Aibara, 
President  of  the  West  Bengal  Voluntary  Service,  talked  on 
'Work  of  the  Women's  Voluntary  Service  in  War  and 
Peace'.  Mrs  Tara  Cherian  spoke  on  the  plight  of  the  East 
Bengal  refugees  and  this  led  to  a  project  to  collect  funds 
for  the  women  of  East  Bengal.  A  Gala  Charity  Perform¬ 
ance  with  Oxfam  was  held  at  St.  Pancras  Town  Hall.  This 
featured  Ustad  Imrat  Khan,  Kamadev  and  Surya  Kumari.  ! 
Admiral  of  the  Fleet  the  Earl  Mountbatten  sent  a  special 
message  on  this  occasion.  A  sum  of  £1842.44  was  raised 
and  handed  to  Mrs  Gandhi  when  she  visited  the  United 
Kingdom  in  October  1971.  The  Indo-Pakistan  conflict  led 
to  further  fund  raising  activities,  and  at  the  Annual  Dinner 
a  Dutch  Auction  raised  more  funds.  Mr  Jeremy  Thorpe 
MP  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  'Britain  and  the  Common¬ 
wealth'.  Mother  Teresa  addressed  members  at  her  Pad¬ 
dington  Homes. 


Fund  raising  for  the  India  Defence  Fund  continued  into 
the  next  year  and  a  'Bring  and  Buy'  sale  was  organised 
at  India  House.  The  popular  Indian  film  The  Guide  was 
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screened  at  the  Dominion  Cinema,  Southall,  and  an 
Indian  Bazaar  at  the  India  Tea  Centre  with  the  India 
House  Wives  Association  helped  in  generating  even  more 
funds. 

At  the  Annual  General  Meeting  in  April  1972,  Sir  John 
Hunt  spoke  in  'Future  of  Race  Relations  in  Britain  and  the 
EEC';  and  later  in  the  year  Baroness  Lee,  an  old  friend  of 
India,  spoke  to  members  of  the  WIA  on  'Women's  Work  in 
the  Modern  World'. 

The  proceeds  from  the  Annual  Dinner  were  earmarked 
for  the  Ugandan  Asians  who  had  arrived  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  Surya  Kumari  gave  a  dance  recital  on  this 
occasion. 

Another  Primrose  Hill  Picnic  Party  collected  toys  for  the 
Toy  Lending  Library  in  Bombay. 

Baroness  Eirene  White  of  Rhymney  spoke  on  'Women 
in  Parliament'  at  the  AGM  in  the  House  of  Lords  in 
May  1973.  Miss  Kamila  Tyabji  visited  London  in  June  and 
spoke  on  'Glimpses  of  Village  Life  in  India'.  It  was  a 
moving  talk  as  at  the  time  there  was  a  terrible  drought  in 
Bihar. 

The  1974  Annual  Dinner  was  held  at  India  House. 

In  early  1975  Sir  John  Wilson,  Director  of  the  Royal 
Commonwealth  Society  for  the  Blind,  gave  an  inspiring 
talk  at  the  Commonwealth  Institute.  This  was  Internation¬ 
al  Women's  Year  and  Sir  John  spoke  of  the  plight  of  the 
blind  in  India  and  of  blind  women  in  particular.  From  this 
occasion  commenced  the  WIA's  interest  in  educating  blind 
girls,  and  the  education  of  several  girls  at  the  Rashtriya 
Virja  Nand  Andh  Kanya  Vidyalaya  in  Delhi  is  now  an  on 
going  project. 

Dame  Marjory  Corbett- Ashby,  founder  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  Countries  League,  also  gave  an  inspiring  talk  on 
'Women's  International  Year'. 

A  Barbecue  Lunch  in  the  summer  was  enjoyed  at  Dr 
Arora's  home  in  Surrey  where  the  chief  guest  was 
Countess  Anne  Attlee. 

The  Annual  Dinner  at  India  House  brought  the  atmos¬ 
phere  of  the  Kashmir  Valley  to  London.  Food  from 
Kashmir  was  followed  by  a  display  of  Kashmiri  costumes 
and  entertainment  from  Kashmir. 
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The  Annual  General  Meeting  in  1976  was  hosted  at  the 
House  of  Lords  by  Baroness  Vickers  who  through 
many  years  has  been  a  good  friend  to  the  WIA  and 
supported  its  activities.  A  Summer  Lunch  with  a  Tombola 
was  organised  at  Mrs  Uttam  Anand's  home  in  Ealing. 

At  the  Annual  Dinner,  at  India  House  again,  there  was  a 
recital  of  Indian  classical  dancing  by  Miss  Katre. 

In  1977,  a  Sri  Lankan  Lunch  was  organised  at  Mrs  Gladys 
Gunesekhara's  home.  The  Annual  General  Meeting  that 
year  was  held  at  the  Durand  Hotel.  At  a  Tea  Meeting  Mrs 
Laxmi  Raghuramiah  spoke  on  'Activities  of  India 
Women's  Conference'.  At  the  Eighteenth  Annual  General 
Meeting  at  the  YMCA  Mrs  Barbara  Cartland  attended  as 
the  chief  guest  and,  appropriately,  spoke  on  'Health 
Foods  and  Essential  Vitamins'.  A  scintillating  evening 
entitled  Shabd-e-Ghazal  was  arranged  at  the  home  of  Mrs 
Veena  Malhotra  and  funds  from  this  event  were  donated 
to  the  Madras  Cancer  Research  Institute. 

A  Dewali  Fair  was  held  at  the  Andorra  Hotel  when 
children  were  entertained  and  their  presence  helped  to 
make  it  a  very  happy  occasion. 

In  1978  a  film  show  was  held  at  the  Commonwealth 
Institute,  at  which  Mr  Goray  the  High  Commissioner  for 
India  was  the  chief  guest.  A  raffle  was  also  organised  for 
the  collection  of  funds. 

Dr  Trevor  Powles  was  invited  to  give  a  talk  on  'Breast 
Cancer'  a  subject  that  can  arouse  much  anxiety  and  he 
gave  an  informative  and  reassuring  talk  on  the  subject. 

The  year  1979  was  a  landmark  as  the  WIA  had  its  first 
Gala  Ball  which  was  held  at  the  Inn  on  the  Park  Hotel 
when  Mrs  Raksha  Tandon  presented  a  'Brides  of  India 
Fashion  Show'.  Mr  Goray,  the  High  Commissioner  graced 
the  occasion  with  his  presence.  Mrs  Vijaya  Lakshmi 
Pandit,  the  Founder  President,  sent  a  personal  message 
on  this  occasion.  She  was  pleased  to  know  that  the  WIA 
was  continuing  with  its  aims  and  objectives  of  cementing 
friendship  between  India  and  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
Ball  raised  £5000  and  as  it  was  the  International  Year  of  the 
Child  most  of  the  funds  collected  were  distributed  to 
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Gala  Ball:  raffle  prizes  for  the  lucky  winners.  (Photo:  Madan  Arora) 

charities  for  children  in  this  country  and  in  India.  The  WIA 
also  participated  in  the  Great  Children's  Party,  held  by  the 
GLC  in  Hyde  Park  during  the  International  Year  of  the 
Child,  which  was  attended  by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen. 
Mrs  Vijaya  Lakshmi  Pandit  visited  London  in  the  summer 
of  the  same  year,  she  was  invited  to  meet  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee  at  a  luncheon  given  by  Mrs  Beena 
Chadha. 

In  September  1979,  Dr  Michael  Green  spoke  on  'Health 
in  Old  Age'.  Proceeds  from  this  event  were  donated  to  the 
Royal  Free  and  the  New  End  Hospitals  and  some  of  the 
elderly  patients  were  entertained  to  tea. 

A  Dewali  Mela  for  children  was  held  at  the  Manatta 
restaurant  and  there  was  a  Dewali  Dinner  at  the  Viceroy  of 
India  restaurant.  Arti,  an  Indian  prayer,  was  beautifully 
performed  by  the  Executive  Committee.  A  Dewali  func¬ 
tion  in  the  form  of  a  lunch,  dinner  or  mela  is  now  held 
annually  for  members  and  their  families  and  friends  in 
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Pujafor  the  prosperity  of  all.  (Photo:  Madan  Arora) 

appreciation  of  the  support  and  interest  shown  by  them 
through  the  year. 


In  March  1980  a  successful  lunch  and  a  tombola  was  held 
at  the  Indian  Gymkhana  Club,  Osterley,  which  is  one  of 
the  oldest  Indian  institutions  in  the  UK.  Proceeds  from 
this  occasion  were  donated  to  the  Gymkhana  Club.  The 
second  Gala  Ball  was  held  at  the  Grosvenor  House  Hotel, 
Park  Lane,  and  the  Asian  Art  Group  provided  entertain¬ 
ment.  Mrs  Alice  Hemming  who  had  been  instrumental  in 
starting  the  WIA  sent  a  message  which  gave  a  short 
history  of  the  organization.  Mrs  Nalini  Pant,  a  former 
Patron,  wrote:  T  have  learnt  with  great  interest  and 
appreciation  of  the  very  good  work  your  association  is 
doing.  Bridging  gaps  across  the  seas  and  rendering  help 
where  it  is  needed  is  the  greatest  task  of  all'. 

At  the  Annual  General  Meeting  held  in  June  1980 
Baroness  Vickers  spoke  on  'Better  Laws  for  Women 
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Prostitutes'.  She  spoke  of  unfair  laws  which  seriously 
affected  women  in  the  oldest  of  all  professions  and  that 
she  was  urging  reform  of  these  unjust  laws.  Miss 
Buckingham  spoke  of  her  personal  experiences. 

Early  in  1981,  Baroness  Phillips,  a  Lord  Lieutenant, 
enlightened  the  WIA  with  her  talk  'A  Lady  in  the 
House  of  Lords'  at  the  English  Speaking  Union.  There 
followed  a  Champagne  Cocktail  Party  at  the  Grosvenor 
House  Hotel  to  meet  Mrs  Shiv  Shanker,  wife  of  India's 
Law  Minister.  A  short  performance  was  given  by  Jalaja 
Kumar,  an  exponent  of  the  Bharata  Natyam  and  Kuchipu- 
di  styles  of  dancing. 

A  Raja  Yoga  lecture  and  lunch  was  arranged  at  the  Raja 
Yoga  Centre  in  Willesden.  An  illuminating  address  was 
given  by  a  senior  sister  there  whose  text  was  'Who  am  I?'. 
Her  answer,  'I  am  a  soul,  I  am  immortal.  I  existed  before  I 
came  into  my  present  body'  impressed  everyone  who  was 
present. 

The  third  Gala  Ball  was  the  highlight  of  the  year  as  a 
Fashion  Show  by  Gucci  was  presented.  Mrs  Gandhi  sent 
an  important  message  on  the  occasion:  'Nations  with  low 
per  capita  incomes  evidently  do  not  have  the  resources  to 
run  elaborate  welfare  programmes.  Much  of  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  organising  activities  for  the  care  of  the  needy  falls 
on  non-official  organizations.  I  am  glad  to  know  that  the 
Women's  India  Association  of  the  United  Kingdom  has 
undertaken  to  help  organizations  doing  social  work  in 
India  during  the  International  Year  of  the  Disabled.'  A 
sum  of  approximately  £22,000  was  raised. 

At  the  Annual  General  Meeting  held  at  the  House  of 
Lords  under  the  sponsorship  of  Baroness  Vickers,  four 
Junior  Committee  members  were  co-opted  onto  the 
Executive  Committee.  Mrs  Sian  Nicholas,  Assistant  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Runnymede  Trust,  gave  a  very  interesting  talk 
on  the  problems  of  unemployment  and  social  integration 
of  immigrants  coming  from  Asia  and  the  Caribbean. 

A  family  Lunch  and  Tombola  were  held  at  the  Rem¬ 
brandt  Hotel  in  the  summer. 

An  afternoon  tea  was  arranged  in  October  at  the  English 
Speaking  Union  to  meet  Mrs  P  Hidayatullah,  wife  of  the 
Vice  President  of  India.  This  was  attended  by  our  Patron, 
Mrs  Sara  Mohammed. 
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In  November  Mr  David  Lane,  Chairman  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  for  Racial  Equality,  was  invited  to  speak  at  a  Lunch 
Meeting  held  at  the  Commonwealth  Institute. 

Appropriately  in  March  1982,  an  extremely  enjoyable 
Holi  Milap  was  arranged  at  the  Bharatiya  Vidya 
Bhavan.  The  grand  event  in  1982  was  once  again  the  Gala 
Ball  held  at  the  Grosvenor  House  Hotel  in  the  presence  of 
Prince  and  Princess  Michael  of  Kent  and  HE  Dr  V  A  Seyid 
Mohammed,  the  High  Commissioner  for  India,  and  Mrs 
Sara  Mohammed.  Mrs  Gandhi  sent  the  following  message 
for  the  occasion:  'My  good  wishes  to  the  Women's  India 
Association  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  its  support  of  a 
number  of  service  programmes  and  institutes  in  India  and 
the  United  Kingdom'.  A  Parana  Dance  recital  in  the 
Kathak  style  was  presented  by  Nahid  Siddiqui,  and  a 
Bonanza  Auction  conducted  by  Mr  Nicholas  Bonham 
raised  funds  for  our  charitable  projects  that  year.  About 
£19,500  was  collected  from  this  event. 

In  May  1982  a  Symposium  on  'The  Indian  Woman  of 
Today'  was  held  at  India  House.  The  Women's  India 

A  right  Royal  Gala  Ball.  (Photo:  Madan  Arora) 
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Association  of  the  UK  participated  in  this  event  in 
collaboration  with  the  Commonwealth  Countries  League, 
The  India  House  Ladies  Association  and  The  Women's 
Council.  The  Symposium  was  opened  by  Mrs  Seyid 
Mohammed  and  the  Chair  was  taken  by  Mrs  Louisa 
Service,  JP.  Speakers  were  invited  from  India  and  they 
spoke  on: 


The  Professional  Woman 
The  Rural  Woman 
The  Family  Woman 
The  Sportswoman 
The  Political  Woman 

This  was  one  of  the  events  held  for  the  Festival  of  India. 

The  twenty-first  Annual  General  Meeting  was  held  at 
the  House  of  Lords  by  courtesy  of  Baroness  Vickers.  Mrs 
Shreela  Flather,  now  Mayor  of  the  Royal  Borough  of 
Windsor,  gave  an  informative  talk  on  'Active  or  Passive 
involvement  of  Asians  residing  in  the  United  Kingdom'. 

A  festive  'Baisakhi  Lunch'  was  held  in  the  Spring  of 
1983  at  the  Rembrandt  Hotel  followed  by  a  lively 
Bhangra  Dance  performance. 

In  May  a  Champagne  Cocktail  Party  was  arranged  at  the 
Grosvenor  House  Hotel  to  celebrate  the  award  of  the 
Padma  Bhushan  to  Mr  Swraj  Paul  by  the  Indian  govern¬ 
ment  in  recognition  of  his  services  to  India. 

The  Annual  General  Meeting  was  held  at  the  House  of 
Lords  by  courtesy  of  Baroness  Vickers.  Judge  Mota  Singh 
QC  was  the  speaker  on  the  occasion  and  his  subject  was 
'Crisis  of  Faith'.  The  startling  developments  in  science  and 
technology  had  led  to  the  questioning  of  some  of  our  long 
accepted  attitudes  and  yet  —  at  the  same  time  — 
confirmed  the  need  for  a  strong  faith. 

In  October  members  of  the  WIA  visited  the  BBC  studios 
at  Bush  House.  They  saw  how  live  programmes  were 
broadcast  in  Hindi,  Urdu  and  Bengali. 

ASpring  Lunch  in  early  1984  was  arranged  at  the 
Bombay  Palace  restaurant.  Mr  Ian  Fraser  of  Johnson 
Matthey  Bankers  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  'Money 
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At  Grosvenor  House:  the  High  Commissioner  at  High  Table. 

Matters'.  He  spoke  on  the  growing  participation  of 
women  in  financial  affairs,  not  only  controlling  their 
personal  finances  but  also  in  national  and  international 
institutions.  The  1984  Gala  Ball  was  held  at  the  Grosvenor 
House  Hotel  in  the  presence  of  Dr  VA  Seyid  Mohammed 
and  Mrs  Sara  Mohammed.  Mrs  Gandhi's  message  read: 
'Women  all  over  the  world  are  becoming  increasingly 
conscious  of  their  rights  and  responsibilities  as  citizens. 
They  have  much  to  contribute  and  by  so  doing  they  enrich 
their  own  lives  too.' 

A  spectacular  Fashion  Show  was  presented  by  Zandra 
Rhodes  and  Tommy  Nutter.  In  January  1982,  Zandra 
Rhodes  had  been  invited  by  the  Indian  government  to 
visit  India  and  what  she  saw  there  became  the  inspiration 
for  this  colourful  show  called  Fantasia  of  India.  Tommy 
Nutter's  Colonial  Collection  expressed  the  sophistication 
and  style  synonymous  with  the  Indian  way  of  life. 

The  Annual  General  Meeting  that  year  was  held  at  the 
Commonwealth  Institute,  Kensington,  on  September  20. 
The  speaker  at  this  occasion  was  Ms  Usha  Prasher,  who 
until  recently  had  been  Director  of  the  Runnymede  Trust. 
She  is  at  present  a  Research  Fellow  at  the  Policy  Studies 
Institute.  She  spoke  on  'Sexual  Discrimination  in  the 
Immigration  Law'  and  explained  that  a  great  deal  had  yet 
to  be  done  to  remove  some  of  the  inequalities  in  these 
laws.  In  November  came  the  shattering  news  of  Mrs 
Gandhi's  assassination.  A  Memorial  Service  was  held  at 


the  Bharatiya  Vidya  Bhavan.  Mrs  Damayanti  Puri  sang  a 
few  moving  Bhajans  and  Shabads. 


In  February  1985,  an  interesting  talk  entitled  'Marriage 
and  Divorce'  was  arranged  at  a  lunch  meeting.  Mrs  Rani 
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Atma  was  invited  to  talk  of  her  experience  in  dealing  with 
the  particular  problems  that  the  Asian  community  faced  in 
coping  with  the  cultural  and  social  differences  that  are 
inevitable  in  a  new  homeland. 

In  March,  Mr  Eddie  Roads  of  the  Dale  Carnegie  School 
gave  an  entertaining  talk  on  'Memory  and  Communica¬ 
tion'  at  the  home  of  Mrs  Barbara  Sehgal.  He  gave  useful 
tips  on  improving  one's  memory  as  an  asset  in  communi¬ 
cating  with  others  in  business,  social  or  personal  rela¬ 
tionships. 

In  1985  the  Silver  Jubilee  of  the  WIA  was  celebrated  with 
a  Gala  Ball  which  was  a  special  occasion.  It  was  held  at  the 
Savoy  Hotel  on  June  15  and  Mr  Rajiv  Gandhi,  Prime 
Minister  of  India,  sent  the  following  message  of  goodwill: 
'India  has  many  friends  in  Britain.  Their  efforts  should 
help  in  dispelling  the  misunderstandings  that  are  prop¬ 
agated  about  India.  The  Women's  India  Association  of  the 
United  Kingdom  has  brought  British  and  Indian  women 
into  close  co-operation.  It  has  helped  many  good  causes.' 

Prime  Minister  Margaret  Thatcher  added  her  own 
congratulations:  'Charity  work  plays  a  vital  role  in  any 
society,  involving  genuinely  concerned  volunteers  in  the 
lives  and  needs  of  others.  Governments  cannot  hope  to 
meet  all  the  very  special  needs  of  every  member  of  the 
community  and  it  is  to  charitable  bodies  like  this  Associa¬ 
tion  that  we  must  look  for  that  little  extra,  that  draws 
people  together  out  of  concern  to  improve  society.  The 
Women's  India  Association  of  the  United  Kingdom  in 
particular  has  a  record  to  be  proud  of,  both  in  Britain  and 
in  India'. 

An  exotic  cabaret  and  dance  added  to  the  success  of  the 
evening. 

The  twenty-fourth  Annual  General  Meeting  sponsored 
by  Baroness  Vickers  was  held  at  the  House  of  Lords  in  July 
1985.  Kusoom  Vadgama  spoke  on  'India  in  Britain'.  Much 
has  been  said  about  the  British  in  India,  in  particular  about 
the  period  of  the  Raj,  but  very  few  people  were  aware  of 
the  history  of  Indians  in  Britain.  They  have  been  in  this 
country  for  several  generations  and  have  always  made 
their  contribution  to  life  here. 

This  important  view  of  the  relationship  between  India 
and  Britain  was  indeed  appropriate  for  an  occasion  which 
celebrated  the  presence  of  the  WIA  in  the  UK  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years. 
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ASSOCIATION  WITH  OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS 


IN  the  last  twenty-five  years  the  Women's  India  Associa¬ 
tion  has  co-operated  with  several  other  organizations 
and  there  has  been  a  long  and  lasting  relationship  with 
some  of  them. 

The  Commonwealth  Countries  League  was  founded  in 
1925  to  secure  equality  of  liberties,  status  and  opportuni¬ 
ties  between  women  and  men  in  the  Commonwealth,  and 
to  promote  women's  political  and  social  education.  The 
CCL  Educational  Fund  was  started  in  1966  to  enable  girls 
from  deprived  backgrounds  to  complete  secondary 
schooling  in  their  own  countries  over  a  period  of  five  to 
seven  years.  An  important  fund  raising  event  for  this 
work  is  the  Annual  Commonwealth  Fair  which  is  held  in 
the  galleries  of  the  Commonwealth  Institute.  The  WIA  has 
made  its  contribution  by  organising  an  Indian  stall  every 
year  and  donated  all  the  proceeds  from  this  effort  to  the 
CCL. 

The  Women's  Council  (Co-operating  with  Women  of 
Asia)  was  founded  in  1935.  It  is  composed  of  individual 
members  and  representatives  of  twenty-seven  women's 
organizations  in  Britain.  The  WIA  is  one  of  them.  It  aims 
to  promote  understanding  between  the  women  of  Asia 
and  those  of  the  United  Kingdom  through  links  of  friendly 
and  mutual  co-operation  with  major  women's  organiza¬ 
tions  in  Asian  countries.  The  WIA  has  had  close  links  with 
the  Women's  Council  and  over  the  years  talks  and 
seminars  have  been  organised  in  collaboration  with  the 
Women's  Council.  In  1984  the  WIA  contributed  to  a 
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scholarship  for  a  student  from  Bombay  to  take  up  a  year's 
course  in  child  care  at  Ware  College. 

The  Ranfurly  Library  Service  was  founded  by  the 
Countess  of  Ranfurly  in  1961.  It  is  a  huge  world-wide  'Do 
it  Yourself'  service  which  collects  new  and  second  hand 
books  of  all  kinds,  sorts  them  out,  packs  them  and  ships 
them  to  more  than  a  hundred  countries.  In  1963  the  WIA 
formed  a  Book  Committee  called  the  Books  for  India 
Project  and  in  the  early  years  a  considerable  amount  of 
work  was  done  by  Mrs  Margaret  Harrison.  Mrs  Krishna 
Mehra  took  over  later,  and  in  recent  years  Mrs  Dorothy 
Banks  —  ably  assisted  by  Mrs  Gladys  Gunesekhara  —  has 
devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  on  behalf  of  the  WIA  to  the 
Ranfurly  Library.  On  an  average  20,000  books  are  sent  to 
India  annually. 

India  House  Officers'  Wives  Association  was  set  up  in 
1966.  It  later  became  the  Indian  High  Commission  Ladies 
Association.  Over  the  years  the  WIA  has  joined  hands 
with  India  House  to  raise  funds  for  students,  the  IDF  and 
for  the  Rajkumari  Amrit  Kaur  Memorial  Fund. 

Sangam,  a  charitable  association  of  Asian  women,  was 
founded  in  1968  and  is  actively  committed  to  helping 
people  from  different  ethnic  backgrounds  in  making 
adjustments  to  living  in  the  UK.  In  1971,  a  charity  lunch 
was  arranged  in  co-operation  with  the  WIA  at  the  Indian 
High  Commissioner's  House  to  collect  funds  for  the 
Chiltern  Cheshire  Appeal. 
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PUBLICATIONS 


IN  1972  India  celebrated  twenty-five  years  of  Independ¬ 
ence,  and  the  occasion  was  marked  by  the  WIA  through 
its  commemorative  publication  Mayur  which  was  edited 
by  JD  Singh.  In  keeping  with  its  objective  of  bridge 
building  between  India  and  Britain,  contributions  to  the 
magazine  were  made  by  people  from  various  walks  of  life 
in  both  countries.  The  first  publication  was  produced  by 
Mrs  Grace  Kumar  and  was  launched  by  HE  the  Indian 
High  Commissioner  Mr  BK  Nehru  at  the  Indian  YMCA  in 
November  1973. 

In  September  1980  the  first  Newsletter  was  published  by 
the  Association,  the  second  Newsletter  was  produced  in 
January  1982  with  articles  contributed  by  various  members 
of  the  organization.  Both  were  edited  by  Mrs  Veena 
Kapila. 

Lavish  Brochures  are  produced  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Gala  Balls  which  are  held  as  the  major  fund  raising  efforts 
of  the  WIA.  These  acknowledged  the  generous  gifts 
donated  not  only  by  the  members  of  the  organization  but 
also  by  the  numerous  well  wishers  of  the  Association. 
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PATRONS 


1960-1961 

Mrs 

1962-1963 

Mrs 

1963-1966 

Mrs 

1968-1969 

Mrs 

1969-1972 

Mrs 

1973-1977 

Mrs 

1978-1979 

Mrs 

1980-1984 

Mrs 

1984 

Mrs 

1985 

Mrs 

Vijaya  Lakshmi  Pandit 
Shammi  Kewal  Singh 
Hansa  Mehta 
Shakuntala  Dhawan 
Nalini  Pant 
Shobha  Nehru 
Asha  Singh 

Sara  Seyid  Mohammed 
Priti  Prakash  Mehrotra 
Ackama  Alexander 
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OFFICE  BEARERS 


I960 


Founder  Chairman 
Hon  Secretary 
Hon  Jt  Secretary 
Hon  Treasurer 
Chairman  Students  Branch 


Kamila  Tyabji 
Santosh  Anand 
Tulsi  Rao 
Ruby  Nanda 
Grace  Kumar 


1961-1963 

Chairman 
Hon  Secretary 
Hon  Jt  Secretary 
Hon  Treasurer 


Kamila  Tyabji 
Ruby  Nanda 
Louisa  Service 
Elinor  Sinclair 


1962 


Chairman  Students  Branch  Grace  Kumar 


1964 


Chairman 
Hon  Secretary 
Hon  Jt  Secretary 
Hon  Treasurer 


Kamila  Tyabji 
Ruby  Nanda 
Louisa  Service 
Grace  Kumar 
Ketaki  Sen 


Chairman  Students  Branch 


70 


1965-1968 


Chairman 
Hon  Secretary 
Hon  Jt  Secretary 
Hon  Treasurer 


Chairman 
Hon  Secretary 
Hon  Jt  Secretary 
Hon  Treasurer 


Chairman 
Hon  Secretary 
Hon  Jt  Secretary 
Hon  Treasurer 


Chairman 
Hon  Secretary 
Hon  Jt  Secretary 
Hon  Treasurer 


Chairman 
Hon  Secretary 
Hon  Jt  Secretary 
Hon  Treasurer 


Deepali  Sengupta 
Ruby  Nanda 
Louisa  Service 
Grace  Kumar 


1968-1970 

Ruby  Nanda 
Grace  Kumar 
Louisa  Service 
Uttam  Anand 


1970 


Grace  Kumar 
Saroj  Dhuru 
Louisa  Service 
Uttam  Anand 


1971-1973 

Grace  Kumar 
Saroj  Dhuru 
Nafeesa  Nasser 
Uma  Batra 


1973-1974 

Grace  Kumar 
Uma  Batra 
Lady  Mootham 
Damayanti  Bhandari 
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1974-1975 


Chairman  Krishna  Mehra 

Vice  Chairman  Dorothy  Banks 

Hon  Secretary  Uttam  Anand 

Hon  Social  Secretary  Uma  Batra 

Hon  Treasurer  Anu  Kochar 


Chairman 
Vice  Chairman 
Hon  Secretary 
Hon  Social  Secretary 
Hon  Treasurer 


1975-1977 

Krishna  Mehra 
Dorothy  Banks 
Uma  Batra 
Sheila  Arora 
Shanti  Singh 


1977-1978 


Chairman 
Vice  Chairman 
Hon  Secretary 
Hon  Treasurer 


Krishna  Mehra 
Dorothy  Banks 
Veena  Kapila 
Shanti  Singh 


Chairman 
Hon  Secretary 
Hon  Social  Secretary 
Hon  Treasurer 


1978-1979 

Shanti  Singh 
Uttam  Anand 
Nimi  Singh 
Nafeesa  Nasser 
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1979-1981 


Chairman 
Vice  Chairman 
Hon  Secretary 
Hon  Social  Secretary 
Hon  Treasurer 
Hon  Asst  Treasurer 


Shanti  Singh 
Barbara  Sehgal 
Uttam  Anand 
Nimi  Singh 
Nafeesa  Nasser 
Nirmala  Singh 


Chairman 
Vice  Chairman 
Hon  Secretary 
Hon  Social  Secretary 
Hon  Treasurer 
Hon  Asst  Treasurer 
Charities  Co-ordinator 


1981-1982 

Uttam  Anand 
Barbara  Sehgal 
Nafeesa  Nasser 
Bhoomi  Handa 
Beena  Chadha 
Jasbir  Vohra 
Sheila  Arora 


Chairman 
Vice  Chairman 
Hon  Secretary 
Hon  Social  Secretary 
Hon  Treasurer 
Hon  Asst  Treasurer 
Charities  Co-ordinator 


1982-1984 

Uttam  Anand 
Ameera  Alii 
Nirmala  Singh 
Bhoomi  Handa 
Beena  Chadha 
Jasbir  Vohra 
Roshan  Horabin 
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1984-1985 


Chairman 
Vice  Chairman 
Hon  Secretary 
Hon  Treasurer 
Hon  Social  Secretary 
Hon  Asst  Secretary 
Hon  Asst  Treasurer 
Hon  Asst  Social  Secretary 
Charities  Co-ordinator 


Barbara  Sehgal 
Ameera  Alii 
Tanuja  Shah 
Sudha  Gulhati 
Kamal  Sahgal 
Raj  Nayyar 
Mala  Gill 
Veena  Kapila 
Roshan  Horabin 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


1985-1987 


Chairman 
Vice  Chairman 
Hon  Secretary 
Hon  Treasurer 
Hon  Social  Secretary 
Hon  Asst  Secretary 
Hon  Asst  Treasurer 
Hon  Asst  Social  Secretary 
Charities  Co-ordinator 


Barbara  Sehgal 
Nimi  Singh 
Tanuja  Shah 
Sudha  Gulhati 
Kamal  Sahgal 
Raj  Nayyar 
Mala  Gill 
Veena  Kapila 
Roshan  Horabin 


Ameera  Alii 
Uttam  Anand 
Sheila  Arora 
Dorothy  Banks 
Uma  Batra 


Beena  Chadha 
Gladys  Gunesekhara 
Nancy  Goulden 
Bhomija  Handa 


Grace  Kumar 
Indu  Maini 
Nafeesa  Nasser 
Noreen  Parkes 
Jasbir  Vohra 
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